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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

BOROUGH  OF  HUNTINGDON  AND  GODMANCHESTER 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1965 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1965. 

Vital  Statistics 

Population.  Approximately  1,300  has  been  added  to  the 
estimated  population  during  the  past  12  months  and  this  increase 
represents  almost  1/10  of  the  present  population. 

Birth  Rate.  The  crude  birth  rate  rose  fractionally  during  the 
year  to  26.9.  The  corrected  birth  rate  (21.8)  shows  a somewhat 
downward  trend  although  it  is  still  considerably  in  advance  of  the 
national  figure  (18.1). 

Death  Rate.  The  crude  death  rate  shows  a marked  fall  com- 
pared with  last  year’s  figure — there  being  fewer  deaths  this  year  than 
there  were  in  1964  despite  a considerable  increase  in  population. 

The  corrected  death  rate  shows  a similar  decrease  and  now  stands 
well  below  the  figure  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

Slightly  more  than  half  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  75 
years  and  more  than  70%  in  persons  over  65  years. 

Exactly  50%  of  deaths  were  due  to  disease  of  the  cardio  vascular 
system  and  14%  to  cancer.  This  later  figure  shows  a decrease  of 
7%  compared  with  the  incidence  in  1964. 

Infant  Mortality.  Five  infants  failed  to  reach  the  age  of  12 
months  during  the  year  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  14.5  and 
this  is  a figure  considerable  in  advance  of  that  for  1964  (9.8).  Four 
of  the  five  infants  concerned  died  from  either  congenital  malforma- 
tions or  from  prematurity. 

Infectious  Disease.  The  higher  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease  this  year  was  due  entirely  to  an  outbreak  of  measles  which 
occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  resulted  in  more  than 
200  notifications  being  received  this  year  thus  accounting  for  84% 
of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified. 
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Social  Conditions 

The  appointment  of  an  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  has 
resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  Public  Health  work  receiving 
attention.  Higher  standards  of  hygiene  are  more  apparent  in  some 
quarters  especially  in  food  premises.  There  is  still  however  an  urgent 
need  for  improvement  in  the  frequency  of  collection  of  refuse  from 
food  premises  in  the  town  centre. 

Housing.  Town  Expansion  proceeded  according  to  plan  and  over 
200  families  came  from  London  during  the  year. 

A further  80  dwellings  were  provided  for  local  applicants  on 
the  Council’s  waiting  list.  Private  housing  development  within  the 
Borough  also  continued  to  expand  and  during  the  year  122  dwellings 
were  completed  for  occupation. 

Main  Drainage.  Alternative  schemes  for  extension  of  the 
Sewage  Treatment  Works  were  prepared  and  considered  during  the 
year  but  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  needs  of  a large  food 
factory  a final  decision  has  yet  to  be  reached. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  members 
of  the  department’s  staff  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  me,  and 
for  all  the  work  they  have  done  during  the  year. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  CALDWELL. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1965 


Area 

...  ... 

7,107  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

4,160 

Rateable  value  of  the  district  > 

at  31/3/66 

£585,412 

Value  of  penny  rate  J 

£2,448 

Estimated  population  (mid  1964) 

...  ... 

11,480 

Estimated  population  (mid  1965) 

... 

12,770 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

160 

164 

324 

Illegitimate 

9 

11 

20 

Totals  

169 

175 

344 

Birth  rate  per  1.000  estimated  population 

! 

26.9 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (.81) 

21.8 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales)  18.1 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

4 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

5 

4 

9 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 25.5 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

(England  and  Wales)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.7 


Deaths  Male  Female  Total 

63  75  138 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  10.8 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (.85)  ...  9.2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (England 

and  Wales)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.5 

Infant  Mortality — Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Legitimate  ...  ...  3 2 5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — — — 

Totals  ...  ...  3 2 5 


Infant  mortality  rate  (Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  14.5 

Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...  ...  19.0 
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Table  classifying  deaths  under  age  groups 

Age 

Male  Female 

Total 

Under  4 weeks  ...  ...  2 

2 

4 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year  ...  1 

— 

1 

1 and  under  5 years  ...  ...  1 

— 

1 

5 and  under  15  years  ...  2 

1 

3 

15  and  under  25  years  ...  2 

1 

3 

25  and  under  35  years 

1 

1 

35  and  under  45  years  ...  2 

1 

3 

45  and  under  55  years  ...  4 

1 

5 

55  and  under  65  years  ...  10 

7 

17 

65  and  under  75  years  ...  21 

6 

27 

75  years 

and  over  ...  ...  18 

55 

73 

63 

75 

138 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(Registrar  General’s  List) 

List  No, 

Cause 

Male 

Female 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

2 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

2 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

plasms 

6 

4 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

7 

15 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

10 

7 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

13 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

5 

22 

Influenza 

— 

1 

23 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

24 

Bronchitis 

5 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

29 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

2 

34 

All  other  accidents 

4 

5 

Total  all  causes  

63 

75 
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The  following  table  indicates  the  trend  in  population,  birth  and 
death  rates  for  the  Borough  over  the  past  five  years: 


Population 

1961 

9,000 

1962 

9,800 

1963 

10,700 

1964 

11,480 

1965 

12,770 

Live  Births 

Total  Live  Births 

196 

258 

298 

305 

344 

Crude  birth  rate 

21.8 

26.3 

27.9 

26.6 

26.9 

Area  comparability  factor 

1.0 

.96 

.95 

.84 

.81 

Corrected  birth  rate  ... 

21.8 

25.3 

26.5 

22.3 

21.8 

Birth  rate  (England  and 
Wales) 

17.4 

18.0 

18.2 

18.4 

18.1 

Deaths 

Total  deaths 

133 

117 

130 

142 

138 

Crude  death  rate 

14.8 

11.9 

12.1 

12.4 

10.8 

Area  comparability  factor 

.71 

.77 

.69 

.92 

.86 

Corrected  death  rate  ... 

10.5 

9.2 

8.4 

11.4 

9.2 

Death  rate 
(England  and  Wales) 

12.0 

11.9 

12.2 

11.3 

11.5 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  1965 


Scarlet  fever 

Total  Cases  Notified 

2 

Whooping  cough  ... 

4 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

Measles 

209 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

15 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

6 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever  ... 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

infective  Hepatitis  ... 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

Total 

237 
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Tuberculosis 

Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1965  52. 

Pulmonary 44  Non-Pulmonary  8. 

New  Cases — Diagnosed  New  Cases — Transfers 

Age  Respiratory  Non-Res.  Respiratory  Non-Res. 

Period  MF  MF  MF  MF 

io  !”!!!  — — — — — — — — 

20  !’.!  — — 2 — i i — — 

25 — — — — — — — 

35 - - - - 1 2 — 1_ 

65  and  upwards  ...  2 — — — — — — — 

Totals  ...2  — 2 — 2 3 — 1 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Flealth 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1952,  in  connection  with 
persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or 
section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  Laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to  the 
Authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area: — 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge 
(Tel:  Cambridge  55526). 

Public  Analyst  (S.  Greenbrugh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.)  Tennison 
Road,  Cambridge  (Tel : Cambridge  2097). 

(b)  Ambulance  Service 

Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service 
operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service  have  been 
available  on  doctor’s  orders  (Tel:  Huntingdon  348). 

(c)  Home  Nursing 

Nurse/Midwives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon 
County  Council  carried  out  home  nursing  and  attended  maternity 
cases. 

(i)  A Nurse/Midwife  residing  in  Huntingdon  (Tel : Huntingdon 
717)  attended  cases  in  Huntingdon. 

(ii)  A Nurse/Midwife  residing  in  Godmanchester  (Tel: 
Huntingdon  609)  attended  cases  in  Godmanchester. 

(iii)  A Midwife  residing  in  Hartford  (Tel:  Huntingdon  118) 
attended  maternity  cases  in  Hartford  and  on  Oxmoor 
Estate,  Huntingdon. 
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(d)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council : — 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Schoolchildren 

Every  Monday 

Health  Clinic, 

Ailments 

9.30 — 10.30  a.m. 

Nursery  Road, 

Huntingdon 

Infant 

Children 

Every  Tuesday  and 

Welfare 

(0 — 5 years) 

Thursday  2 — 4 p.m. 

UlttO 

Old  Comrades 

2nd  and  4th  Wednes. 

Club, 

in  month  2 — 4 p.m. 

St.  Anne’s  Lane, 

Godmanchester 

Dental 

Pre-school  and 

Every  Tuesday  9 — 12 

Health  Clinic, 

Schoolchildren 

noon,  1.30 — 4.30  p.m. 

Nursery  Road, 

Pre-natal  and 

Every  Saturday 

Huntingdon 

• 

Nursing  Mothers 

9 — 12  noon 

(ii) 

The 

following  Health 

Services  were  provided  by  the 

Regional  Hospital  Board: — 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Thursday 

County  Hospital, 

10 — 12  noon 

Huntingdon 

Venereal 

All  cases 

Tuesday  3 — 6.30  p.m. 

Addenbrookes 

Disease 

Thursday  4 — 6.30  p.m. 

Hospital, 

Cambridge 

Males 

Monday  4.30 — 6.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  5.30 — 7 p.m. 

Out-Patients 

Females  and 

Tuesday  10.30 — 

Dept., 

Children 

12.30  p.m. 

Memorial 

Thursday 

Hospital, 

4.30—6.30  p.m. 

Peterborough 

Orthopaedic 

Pre-school  and 

Every  Tuesday 

Health  Clinic, 

Schoolchildren 

10 — 12  noon 

Nursery  Road, 

Surgeons  by 

Huntingdon 

appointment 

(iii)  The  following  service  is 

provided  under  the  Supplementary 

Ophthalmic  Scheme  of  the  National  Health  Service: — 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-school  and 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  in 

Health  Clinic, 

Schoolchildren 

month  10 — 12  noon 

Nursery  Road, 

2 — 3 p.m. 

Huntingdon 

(By  appointment 

except  in  emergency) 

Medical, 

Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstetrical, 

Gynaecological,  and  Dental  out-patient  clinics  are  held  at  the 
County  Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cam- 
bridge, to  which  General  Practitioners  can  refer  their  patients  for 
specialist  investigation. 
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(e)  Hospital  Services 

Fever.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Cambridge,  Peterborough  or 
Ely. 


General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Hospital, 
Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  are  admitted  to  Primrose  Lane  Maternity 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  or  Mill  Road  Maternity  Hospital,  Cambridge. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  S ANNUAL  REPORT  1965 


New  Housing 

A further  310  dwellings  were  completed  on  the  Town  Expansion 
Estates  bringing  this  to  a total  of  1,084.  In  addition,  13  flats  with 
gas  warm  air  heating  were  constructed  in  Godmanchester,  122 
private  houses  were  also  constructed. 

The  total  number  of  Council  dwellings  at  the  31st  December, 
1965,  was  1,885  representing  45.3%  of  the  habitable  dwellings  in 
the  Borough. 

During  the  year  210  families  from  London  were  re-housed,  91 
local  list  applicants  were  also  re-housed,  50  in  dwellings  on  the 
Town  Expansion  Estate,  13  in  the  new  flats  at  Godmanchester  and 
29  in  various  casual  vacancies.  The  local  list  applicants  included 
21  key  workers  associated  with  Town  Expansion.  The  housing  list 
was  reviewed  in  December  1965,  and  161  applicants  renewed  their 
applications.  Applications  are  accepted  from  the  following  cate- 
gories of  persons  with  a housing  need: — 

1.  Local  residents. 

2.  Persons  working  within  the  Borough. 

3.  Ex  citizens  of  the  Borough. 

4.  Servicemen  whose  intention  is  to  settle  in  the  Borough. 

895  families  have  now  moved  to  Huntingdon  under  the 
Town  Expansion  Scheme.  There  have  been  75  vacated  premises  due 
to  a variety  of  reasons  but  including  25  tenants  that  have  left  to 
buy  private  property. 

Slum  Clearance 

Five  Clearance  Areas  covering  40  dwellings  were  declared  and 
action  taken  to  initiate  Clearance  Orders.  3 of  these  Orders  were 
confirmed  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Informal  action  was  taken  to 
secure  the  improvement  of  some  unfit  houses  with  a view  to  extend- 
ing their  life. 

Number  of  Families  rehoused  from  unfit  property  ...  15 

„ „ Persons  „ „ „ „ ...  33 

,,  ,,  Unfit  Dwellings  Demolished  ...  27 
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Improvement  Grants 


Discretionary  Grant 

No.  of  Standard 
Applications  Dwellings  Grant 

applications. 

Applications  Received  ...  ...  6 6 15 

Applications  Approved  ...  6 6 14 

Improvement  Grants  Completed 
in  1965  4 4 5 

The  area  between  High  Street,  Hartford  Road  and  the  river 
that  was  accepted  by  the  Council  as  an  informal  improvement  area 
has  not  been  completely  inspected  but  every  encouragement  has 
been  given  to  owners  of  suitable  property  in  this  area  to  complete 
provision  of  the  five  standard  amenities. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

During  the  year  three  houses  in  multiple  occupation  were 
inspected  and  it  was  necessary  to  serve  notices  on  the  owner  of  one 
property  to  provide  additional  facilities  for  the  occupiers. 

Rent  Act  1957 

No  applications  for  certificate  of  dis-repair  were  received. 

Water  Supplies 

All  piped  supplies  are  provided  by  the  Nene  and  Ouse  Water 
Board.  All  dwelling  houses  are  supplied  direct  but  most  of  the 
caravans  rely  on  standpipes.  Two  dwellings  do  not  have  a Mains 
supply. 

The  Water  Board  have  insisted  on  plumbers  providing  storage 
tanks  on  new  installations  and  have  only  permitted  direct  connections 
from  rising  mains  to  be  made  to  the  cold  tap  over  the  kitchen  sink 
and  one  other  tap. 

While  this  practice  may  have  some  advantages  to  the  Water 
Board’s  interest  it  is  a retrograde  step  viewed  from  the  Public  Health 
aspect.  A person  using  any  cold  tap  in  a dwelling  or  food  premises 
should  have  the  right  to  assume  that  this  water  is  pure  and  whole- 
some. 

Samples  were  taken  at  various  consumer  points  during  the 
year  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge 
for  Bacteriological  examination. 

Samples  Taken  Satisfactory  Results  Unsatisfactory 
95  82  13 

Where  unsatisfactory  results  are  received  the  samples  are 
repeated  and  all  results  are  forwarded  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Nene 
and  Ouse  Water  Board. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Negotiations  with  Consultant  Engineers  and  a local  Industrialist 
continued  with  a view  to  an  extension  of  the  treatment  works. 
Seasonal  dilhculties  were  experienced  but  no  serious  Public  Health 
problem  presented  itself. 

Night  soil  collection  continued  from  caravan  sites  on  a contract 
basis. 

Cesspits  are  emptied  by  St.  Ives  R.D.C.  The  Borough  Council 
having  agreed  during  the  year  to  accept  the  obligation  of  emptying 
and  cleansing  the  60  cesspits  now  within  the  Borough. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  made  to  all  houses 
in  the  district  and  disposed  of  at  the  Buckden  tip  in  the  Rural  District 
area. 

Indiscriminate  dumping  of  unwanted  materials  continues  as 
there  is  no  proper  service  available  for  the  removal  of  unwanted 
furniture  and  cars  etc. 

The  removal  of  Trade  refuse  from  food  premises  in  the  town 
continues  to  cause  concern.  A twice  weekly  collection  is  made  at  a 
few  premises  but  lack  of  space  for  storage  of  refuse  in  this  area  makes 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  a daily  collection  be  made  from  food 
premises  within  the  centre  of  the  town. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

The  usual  river  bathing  took  place  but  no  case  of  disease  was 
reported.  The  increase  of  activities  on  the  river  continues  with  more 
visitors  fishing  and  cruising. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  work  on  the  Council’s  new  swimming  pool  was  completed  at 
the  end  of  October,  1965,  and  was  opened  to  the  public  in  May,  1966. 
The  Godmanchester  Primary  School  training  pool  was  in  regular 
use  during  the  summer  term  and  eight  samples  were  taken  which 
were  ail  satisfactory. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

Pest  Control 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  operator  and  also  one  of  the 
Housing  Maintenance  Staff'  has  attended  a short  course  on  rodent 
control  and  acts  as  a stand  by  during  the  absence  of  the  operator. 

Infestations 

Two  cases  occurred  that  warranted  disinfestation. 

The  treatment  for  wasps  is  limited  to  Borough  property.  Advice 
has  been  given  to  the  general  public  where  assistance  has  been  sought. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

The  following  sites  were  licensed  at  the  end  of  1965: — 

1.  Anchor  Cottage — 6 permanent  and  4 holiday  caravans. 

2.  Deep  Meadow — 22  caravans. 

3.  Mayfield  Road — 26  caravans. 

4.  Orchard  Caravan  Site — 12  caravans. 

Unlicensed  sites  were  in  operation  at: — 

1.  Whites  Stukeley  Road— 9 caravans. 

2.  Knighton’s  Caravan  Site,  Main  Street,  Hartford— 5 caravans. 

Two  licensed  sites  at  Mayfield  Road  and  Orchard  Caravan  Site 
do  not  comply  with  the  full  requirements  of  the  licensing  conditions 
and  it  is  the  owners’  intention  to  run  the  sites  down.  There  are  now 
15  caravans  on  Mayfield  Road  site  and  1 1 on  Orchard  Caravan  Site. 
The  caravan  site  at  Whites  Stukeley  Road  is  also  being  run  down. 

In  addition  several  individual  caravan  sites  are  licensed. 
Excluding  a number  of  caravans  on  contract  and  other  exempted 
sites  there  were  79  caravans  on  licensed  and  unlicensed  sites  at  the 
31st  December,  1965. 

Clean  Air  Act 

There  were  no  new  applications  for  prior  approval.  It  can  still 
be  assumed  that  some  installations  have  been  made  without  applica- 
tion for  prior  approval. 

One  outstanding  application  was  approved. 

No  Smoke  Control  Areas  have  yet  been  considered. 

The  Council  continue  to  equip  all  new  council  houses  with 
appliances  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel  but  contractors 
constructing  private  houses  in  many  cases  continue  to  install  non- 
approved  appliances. 

The  Council  should  consider  making  Smoke  Control  Areas  of 
the  new  areas  of  development. 

Agricultural  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

There  are  within  the  Borough  45  occupiers  of  land  exceeding  one 
acre  used  for  agricultural  purposes.  Farms  have  been  visited  for 
some  other  purpose  but  no  inspections  have  been  carried  out 
specifically  under  this  Act. 

Licensing  Act,  1961 

Several  inspections  were  carried  out  and  the  premises  found  to 
be  satisfactory.  No  new  premises  were  referred  to  the  department. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pets.  No  matters 
have  arisen  to  cause  concern.  One  shop  has  submitted  plans  for 
extensive  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  property. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

One  application  was  received  for  the  boarding  of  animals  and 
this  application  was  refused  because  of  the  unsatisfactory  accom- 
modation provided  and  also  the  R.S.P.C.A.  Inspector  had  received 
complaints. 


14 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Ice  cream  and  fried  fish  and  chip  mobile  tradesmen  were 
warned  on  occasions  for  the  use  of  chimes  and  bells  after  7.00  p.m. 

Further  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  noise  from  a 
factory  but  following  the  completion  of  certain  works,  no  further 
complaints  were  received. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  application  for  registration  was  received  and  the  premises 
were  registered. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act  other  than  dealing 
with  enquiries. 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

There  were  270  inspections  made  to  premises  to  which  these 
regulations  apply  and  it  was  necessary  to  report  to  the  Council 
three  premises  which  required  a considerable  amount  of  work  to 
make  them  comply.  AH  three  occupiers  of  these  premises  commenced 
work  to  comply  with  these  requirements. 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Several  routine  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year 
but  no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

There  were  no  out-workers  lists  submitted  during  this  year. 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

At  the  end  of  1965,  130  premises  were  registered  under  the 
Act,  and  66  of  these  have  been  inspected.  It  was  found  necessary  to 
send  informal  letters  to  all  but  three  of  the  premises. 

Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations 

42  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  and/or 
petroleum  mixtures  and  1 for  calcium  carbide.  All  premises  have 
been  visited  and  4 existing  tanks  were  tested  and  found  satisfactory. 
Two  new  tanks  were  installed  and  tested  and  a new  store  for  petrol- 
eum mixtures  was  also  approved.  Two  vehicles  used  for  the  con- 
veyance of  petroleum  spirit  and  the  bulk  storage  installation  were 
examined  in  company  with  a Home  Office  Inspector  of  Explosives. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 
(a)  Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers.  Three  new  premises 
were  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  making  a total  of 
32  premises,  and  numerous  travelling  salesmen  sell  ice  cream  within 
the  Borough.  43  samples  were  purchased  and  tested  under  the  Ice 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations.  The  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory service  gave  the  following  results : — 


Grade  1. 

26 

60.5% 

Grade  2. 

10 

23.2% 

Grade  3. 

6 

13.9% 

Grade  4. 

1 

2.4% 

15 

Where  results  were  below  Grade  2 the  situation  was  investigated 
and  further  samples  taken. 

(b)  Slaughter  Houses 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  operating  in  the  Borough. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  butchers  to  slaughter  at  St.  Ives 
Abattoir. 


(c)  Bakehouses 

There  are  two  bakehouses  operating.  The  majority  of  bread 
and  confectionery  consumed  in  the  Borough  is  prepared  outside  the 
district. 

(d)  Food  Premises 

In  addition  to  the  usual  shops,  supermarkets,  hotels,  restaurants 
and  canteens,  there  is  a large  factory  processing  dried  vegetables  and 
a smaller  factory  preparing  meat  pies  and  other  cooked  and  raw 
meat  products. 

(e)  Food  Inspection 

In  addition  to  the  normal  routine  inspections  several  complaints 
were  investigated.  These  included: — 

(a)  Bone  in  tin  of  baby  food. 

(b)  Decomposed  sausage. 

(c)  Decomposed  lamb  chop. 

Analysts  reports  were  obtained  and  severe  warnings  were  given 
to  two  traders  regarding  their  stock  rotation. 

(f)  Unfit  Foods 

Canned  Goods  Meat 

Fruit 
Fish 

Vegetables 
Soup 
Milk 

Miscellaneous 
Liquid  Egg 
Fresh  Fruit 
Wet  Fish 
Chocolates  to  the  value  of  £18  15s. 

Frozen  Food  to  the  value  of  £390  13s.  6d. 

All  of  this  food  was  offered  for  voluntary  surrender  by  the 
shop  keeper. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  GENERALLY 


261  lbs.  15  ozs. 
694  lbs. 

12  lbs.  4 ozs. 
256  lbs.  10  ozs. 
62  lbs.  5 ozs. 

38  lbs. 

41  lbs.  15  ozs. 
56  lbs. 

60  lbs. 

537  lbs. 


The  Council’s  first  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  com- 
menced duty  in  May.  This  enabled  the  department  to  carry  out  its 
duties  more  fully  than  in  the  past.  With  new  legislation  and  problems 
arising  from  the  growth  of  the  town  there  are  many  problems  to  be 
faced.  Priority  of  time  is  being  given  to  Food  Hygiene,  Slum 
Clearance,  and  The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

C.  W.  PARCELL, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Bakehouses  ... 

Butchers’  Shops  

Cafes 

Factories 

Verminous  Premises 


Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 24 

Fried  Fish  Shops 6 

Making-up  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Market  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Mobile  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ig 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Improvement  Grants  35 

Complaints  and  Re-inspections ...  97 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  ...  ...  222 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Pet  Animals  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rag  Flock  Act  1 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Factories  Act,  1961 


No.  on  Inspec-  Prose- 

Register  tions  Notices  cutions 

(i)  Factories  in  which  section  1 2 3 4 & 


6 are  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

68 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

10 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 
Section  7,  Sanitary  conveniences  insuffi- 
cient   

Found 

Nil 

Remedied 

Nil 

(d)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

(See  attached  Tables) 

(e)  Prevention  of  Damage  of  Pests  Act,  1949 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a result  of  notification.  1 37 
Number  of  properties  inspected  by  survey  under  the  Act  763 
Number  of  properties  inspected  primarily  for  other 

purposes  (approx.)  2,450 

Number  of  properties  inspected  infested  with  rats  ...  290 

Number  of  properties  inspected  infested  with  mice  ...  56 

Number  of  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  ...  165 

Sewer  Treatment  Manholes  tested  ...  ...  ...  65 

Manholes  treated  ...  ...  ...  32 
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Table  A (d)  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
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Table  D 


Exemptions:  Parti  Space  = Nil 

Part  ii  Temperature  =Nil 

Part  iii  Sanitary  Conveniences  =one 

Part  iv  Washing  Facilities  =one 

Table  E 

Prosecutions  Nil 

Table  F 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under  section  52  (1)  or  (5)  of  the 
Act  =two 

Q.S.R.  11 

Statistics  of  Accidents  reported  to  enforcing  Authority. 

1st  Quarter — Nil 
2nd  Quarter — Nil 
3rd  Quarter — One 
4th  Quarter — Nil 
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